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Together with Grenoble
European Green Capital 2022
LET’S GET STARTED!
The latest IPCC report, published in August 2021, sounded the alarm, recalling the urgent
need to act in favour of the climate. Now Grenoble is the Green Capital of the European
Union for 2022. This distinction awarded by the European Commission recognises
the proactive attitude and practical actions that have already been in place for several
years in the Grenoble region to protect the environment and improve quality of life for
the local population.
This is a win not just for Grenoble but for the whole region—a mountainous, pioneering,
sporting, academic region with a strong sense of solidarity, recognised for its scientific
and technological dynamism. A region where action in favour of green transitions is no
recent phenomenon. This region is home to the winner of France’s first eco-district prize
in 2009. It is also where France’s first local climate action plan was launched in 2005. With
a long tradition of innovation in soft mobility, the city of Grenoble is currently the leader
when it comes to bike-friendly cities in France, with its new Chronovélo network. It also
created France’s largest Low-Emission Zone in 2019. Together, these initiatives led to a 30%
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions between 2005 and 2018, according to the Atmo
Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes observatory. Grenoble has been active on multiple fronts since
2014: planting more than 5,500 trees, encouraging revegetation, increasing the proportion
of organic and locally sourced food in school canteens, and making the food transition
one of its priorities.
Grenoble European Green Capital 2022 is a project that will unite efforts related to
all these challenges. Coordinated by the City of Grenoble and Grenoble-Alpes-Métropole,
partnered with the Department of Isère and with the support of the French Government
and the European Commission, the project has also mobilised the Université Grenoble Alpes,
the natural parks of the region, companies, charities, local community groups and many
other municipalities. Aware of the race against time imposed by global warming and proud
to be part of a dynamic region, more than 200 partners are determined to make Grenoble
European Green Capital 2022 a stepping stone for even greater progress.
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Grenoble is a city that welcomes the world and innovation in

This European label is a wonderful reward for the people who

many areas: social issues, democracy, science and, of course,

live here. It recognises the avant-garde nature of our region,

the environment!

which is a pioneer in terms of awareness of the environmental

Being named European Green Capital is a fantastic reward for

and climate emergency, as well as being a pioneer in the

the actions already in place. It is also an opportunity to take

development of practical solutions, whether proposed

the transitions even further to transform our region and rise to

by citizens, companies, charity organisations or public

the social and climate challenge. The stakes are huge,

institutions. In the face of this emergency, it is important

as is our desire to take action. With the initiatives that we are

to remember that there are no foregone conclusions.

launching together today, we can become a carbon-neutral

This is what we are endeavouring to do, with the goal of

region over the next 10 years. The movement has started!”

reconciling ecological transition with social justice, and

Éric Piolle,
Mayor of Grenoble

The capital of the Alps is becoming a European Green

the firm belief that real progress must be shared. ”

Christophe Ferrari,
President of Grenoble-Alpes Métropole

The local authorities play a very central role in implementing

Capital. This brings the whole department into the spotlight,

the ecological transition, and Grenoble is a reflection of

promoting the everyday efforts made by local authorities

their proactive involvement. It has managed to implement various

to protect the environment. Since 2015, the Department

drivers of change and to make the most of the opportunities

of Isère has implemented a number of actions to reduce its

offered by innovative and ecological public policies of the French

carbon emissions, innovating to ensure that environmental

Government. In the year in which France takes over presidency of

protection is an integral part of all of its policies. There is

the Council of the EU, this award is an important symbol, proving

a strong commitment in favour of positive ecology, to fulfil the

our ability to successfully implement the Green Deal. The French

goal of a better, more comfortable and more prosperous life in

Government is proud to contribute, among other measures,

a protected environment, for ourselves and for our children. ”

€4 million to further the shining successes of Grenoble, through

Jean-Pierre Barbier,
President of the Department of Isère

which France also shines.

Barbara Pompili,
Minister of the Ecological Transition
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The title of European Green Capital,
a source of pride
Launched by the European Commission with
the headline “Green cities - fit for life”, this annual
title rewards urban areas with over 100,000
inhabitants showing serious commitment when
it comes to social and environmental transitions,
bearing in mind that more than two-thirds of
European citizens now live in cities.

Stockholm won the first European Green Capital
award in 2010. Since then, Hamburg (Germany),
Vitoria-Gasteiz (capital of the Spanish Basque
Country), Nantes (France), Copenhagen (Denmark),
Bristol (UK), Ljubljana (Slovenia), Essen (Germany,
twinned with Grenoble), Nijmegen (Netherlands),
Oslo (Norway), Lisbon (Portugal), and, in 2021, Lahti
(Finland) have also received the award. After Grenoble
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in 2022, Tallinn, Estonia’s capital, will carry the title in
2023.
With this award, the European Union recognises
the efforts made by the winning cities and promotes
them for a full year, helping them to encourage others
to take similar action.
Another title, “Green Leaf”, is awarded every
year to cities with between 20,000 and 100,000
inhabitants showing courage and proactivity in
their response to the challenges of environmental
protection.
Together, the winners and finalists named by a jury of
experts form a precious experience network, that now
counts around a hundred cities.

MILESTONE

DATES
END OF THE 1960s
First pedestrianisation
of city centre streets.

© Lucas Frangella

WHY GRENOBLE?
There were 18 European capitals and large cities in
the running for the European Green Capital 2022
award, including Dijon, Turin, and Tallinn, the capital
of Estonia, which was finally selected to assume
the title after Grenoble in 2023.
The ambitions and efforts made by each candidate
were evaluated on the basis of twelve indicators:
fighting global warming, adaptation to current
changes, management of green space, development
of modes of transport other than private cars,
fighting air and noise pollution, management of water
and waste, respect for biodiversity, governance,
energy performance, and green innovation.
Grenoble won the award on 8 October 2020, taking
first or second place in 11 of the 12 criteria.
Grenoble is a dense city with a population of over
160,000, at the heart of a conurbation with more
than 450,000 residents, in the vast department
of Isère. Located at the meeting point of three
Alpine mountain ranges—Chartreuse, Vercors and
Belledonne—it has a long-standing reputation for
innovation and openness. Here, the challenges of
climate change, pressure on land resources, mobility,
air and water quality have been issues of concern
for many years already. It is a territory that set itself
ambitious targets in terms of quality of life and
respect for the environment very early on. The title
recognises this long experience and a very dense
programme of events for 2022.

1987
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A pioneering region in
environmental transitions:

Inauguration of France’s second most
modern tramway.

2004
Launch of Métrovélo, which has since
become France’s leading public bicycle
rental service.

2005
Introduction of France’s first local climate
plan, extended to include air quality in 2012,
then the Climate-Air-Energy Plan in 2016;
as a result of these measures, fine particle
emissions (PM2.5) have been reduced by 28%
and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) emissions have
been reduced by 58%, according to the Atmo
Auvergne Rhône Alpes observatory.

2009
Award for Grenoble’s eco-district
Caserne de Bonne, a pioneer in France.

2016
Grenoble became France’s first large city to
widely apply the 30 km/h speed limit and
a vast Low-Emission Zone was created in
the agglomeration.

2017
First Cities in Transition Biennial,
first Chronovélo network routes

2019
Launch of an ambitious food waste
composting programme,
the first on this scale, throughout the entire city
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A few examples based on the European Green Capital themes
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Here, the environmental transition
is part of everyday life

CLIMATE
TREES
Grenoble has planted more than 5,500 trees since 2014 (with a target of another 10,000 by
2030) and took the initiative of providing 400 trees to be planted by private individuals in 2021.

COOL ISLANDS
Grenoble City Council also launched a plan to increase the revegetation of public areas, creating
“cool islands” (areas where people can cool off, offering shade or misting systems) to offer
relief from summer heatwaves (11 new projects launched in 2020, including the emblematic
Place Victor Hugo, where recent work included planting trees, removing tarmac, replacement of
traditional lighting with LED lights and opening the grassy areas to the public).

REVEGETATION
A project to make school playgrounds greener in Grenoble has also begun, with a first successful
experiment in the Clémenceau school playground, from which the tarmac has been removed.
In the city’s high school playgrounds, the Department has also initiated planting programmes,
starting with Jean Vilar high school in Échirolles in 2021 (planting of trees, installation of draining
plant surfaces, etc.).

THERMAL RENOVATION
Launched in 2010 by Grenoble-Alpes Métropole, the Mur Mur scheme will have enabled the
rehabilitation of 10,000 condominiums and almost 1,000 private houses by 2023. Target: 25,000
condominiums and 9,000 houses renovated by 2030.

INNOVATIVE CONSTRUCTIONS
In the up-and-coming Presqu’île district in Grenoble (250 hectares), the 2 innovative buildings
of the ABC (Autonomous Building Citizen) project, with more than 1,100 m2 of solar panels on
their roofs, contain 62 residential units (including some twenty low-income flats), which have all
been occupied since 2020. They aim to reduce energy consumption by 70%, water consumption
by 40% and household waste production by 40%. Another innovation is Haut Bois, a woodframed residential building currently being built in the Flaubert district.
In January 2022, the Department will inaugurate the Lucie Aubrac high school, mostly made
of wood, in the Villeneuve district. Built from local biosourced wood (with the “Bois des Alpes”
© Richard Bord

label), this positive-energy building will have 500 m2 of photovoltaic solar panels.
The new departmental archive building in Saint Martin d’Hères also has 1,700 m2 of solar panels
on its roof to ensure energy self-sufficiency.
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AIR
LEZ
Grenoble created France’s largest Low-Emission Zone (LEZ-m) in 2019. It currently includes
27 municipalities. Circulation in the LEZ will be limited progressively to only the least polluting
categories of utility and heavy goods vehicles, until a complete ban on diesel vehicles in 2025.
An LEZ including private vehicles will gradually be implemented starting in 2023, to meet
the obligations of the Climate and Resilience Law.

AIR-WOOD BONUS
Inefficient wood burning heating systems are among the main sources of air pollution in
the Grenoble urban area, along with road traffic, which has led Grenoble-Alpes Métropole to develop
the air-wood bonus scheme to encourage local residents to modernise their heating systems.
Certain municipalities (including Grenoble itself in 2021) have opted to supplement this scheme by
guaranteeing free replacement heating systems for the lowest-income households.

ENERGY
GREENER HEATING
Ahead of the rest of France, the urban heating network managed by the Grenoble-Alpes
Métropole heating company, a local public enterprise, now uses almost 80% renewable and
recovered energies (with a target of 100% by 2033), compared to 0% sixty years ago, when
the network was using coal and heavy fuel oil. The energy mix used today is increasingly green:
industrial heat, household waste and wood (sourced from within 100 km of Grenoble), with
an innovative new 100% wood production site, BIOMAX, which was inaugurated in 2020.

TOWARDS 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY ELECTRICITY
The local public enterprise Gaz Électricité de Grenoble aims to produce 350 GWh of renewable
energy by the end of 2022, thanks to its wind turbines and hydroelectric and photovoltaic
power plants, in particular. This is almost enough to cover the annual electricity consumption
of Grenoble’s private residents. Thanks to sludge biomethanization, Aquapole, the city’s
sewage treatment plant, also produces enough biogas for the everyday operation of more than
125 SMMAG buses running on BioNGV and the city’s refuse collection trucks.

NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY
ZERO PPPs
A step ahead of national regulations, Grenoble took steps in 2006 to stop using plant
protection products (PPPs) in its landscaped areas.

SHARED GARDENS
Grenoble has 12 family gardens, 17 shared gardens, 6 collective orchards and 230 street
gardening areas; it encourages its residents to participate through schemes such as “Végétalise
ta ville” (plant your city).

SENSITIVE NATURAL AREAS
The Department protects and manages 17 sensitive natural department areas and 128 are
managed by municipalities. It organises educational school trips and nature events open to
the public to protect these havens of biodiversity and raise public awareness regarding respect
for the environment. Grenoble-Alpes Métropole also manages two highly protected regional
nature reserves, access to which is restricted: the Etang de Haute Jarrie and the Isles du Drac,
still home to the European beaver, a threatened species in France.
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SOLIDARITY ECONOMY
Recent projects supported by the City Council and the Metropole include “la Machinerie”, which
opened in September 2021 in the Villeneuve district. This 400 m2 space is a place where people
can come together and offers services to people and businesses, including a “Repair Café”, a
“Fab Lab”, and concierge services as a sort of “factory of everyday solutions”. Pop Up République
offers low-rent spaces to artisans, artists and producers who want to try out their business.
The “C’est fait ici” group, founded in 2015, and which now has around forty artisan members,
has opened a shop in Caserne de Bonne, supported by the City Council and the Metropole.

WATER
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PRODUCING AND CONSUMING DIFFERENTLY

Grenoble lies at the confluence of the Isère and Drac rivers and boasts exceptional water
quality, with 5 catchment areas, including Rochefort, the largest in Europe (2,300 hectares),
located in a nature reserve. A social pricing policy was introduced in 2015.
The public authorities are also striving to adapt to global warming while saving water
resources through redevelopment of river banks, rehabilitation of fountains, installation of
low‑consumption temporary water play areas and misting systems, creation of landscaped
ponds, drinking water access points, etc.

MOBILITY
BICYCLES
A flat city, surrounded by mountains, Grenoble is France’s top city when it comes to biking
to work. According to the latest “Barometer of cyclable cities”, published in 2020 by the French
federation of bicycle users, it heads the list of cities with a population of more than 100,000
best equipped for bicycle travel.
Since 2014, the Métropole has been accelerating the development of cycle lanes in
collaboration with City of Grenoble and many municipalities of the agglomeration (Saint-Martind’Hères, Échirolles, Pont-de-Claix, etc.). The result: 475 km paths for cyclists to date, including
25 km of bicycle highways, called Chronovélo, with specific visual signage to ensure safer,
more efficient travel.
Métrovélo, the leading public bicycle rental service outside Paris, has clocked up 100,000 rental
contracts over the past 15 years. More than 9,000 yellow bicycles are available throughout
the agglomeration, and the range has been extended to include electric bicycles, cargo bikes
and even electric scooters. The network has 12,000 dedicated parking spaces and 13 secure
bike parks.

MULTIPLE MODES OF TRANSPORT
Through SMMAG (the Grenoble region’s public/private mobility agency), the public authorities
encourage users to combine modes of transport rather than use private cars, with options
including bus, tram, bicycle, car sharing and electric scooter.
Carpooling is also encouraged. In 2020, Grenoble became France’s first city to have a motorway
lane specifically reserved for car sharing and a comprehensive carpooling service with
guaranteed departures. By 2024, an urban cable transport line with 6 stations should be
operating in the north-western area of the city.
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LIVING IN THE CITY OF THE FUTURE
ECO-DISTRICTS
Since its first eco-district, Caserne de Bonne, in 2009, the City of Grenoble has created more.
The Flaubert eco-district, currently under construction, is using local resources, specifically
wood, straw and soil, for a new kind of real estate programme. Some of the buildings in this
eco‑district are even made exclusively of natural materials, such as the new 100% wood school,
and a wood-framed residential building, Haut Bois, with 56 low-income flats.

30 km/h
In 2016, Grenoble was the first large French urban area to widely apply the 30 km/h speed
limit. Today, 45 municipalities have joined the “quiet city” scheme, where streets with a 50 km/h
limit are an exception to the general rule, to ensure better sharing of public areas and benefits in
terms of safety and noise.

PEDESTRIANISATION
The “Place(s) aux enfants” (squares for children) programme launched in September 2021
by the City of Grenoble aims to free the public space in front of around fifteen schools (a
first phase concerns 13), by installing play areas and vegetation. Objectives: less noise, less
pollution, less heat, more safety, more people-friendly environments. Grenoble is also continuing
to pedestrianise the city centre, with the Sainte-Claire district in 2022.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
Since 2014, the City of Grenoble has been encouraging more participatory democracy by
involving everyone in the life of the city (local citizen bodies more open and more independent
in terms of operation and budget; random draws encouraged; possibility for residents to put
their questions to the city council via independent citizen councils).
Innovative schemes have also been developed: projects open to the public (known as COP
projects) to bring together local residents, charities and agents to discuss development plans
concerning the public space; a Participatory Budget that has already funded 40 projects since
2015, representing a total of €4 million, in various areas including development of public space
mobility, heritage, culture and urban biodiversity (20–30 projects are put to the vote every year);
and systems to bring citizen requests before the council.

WASTE
In 2019, Grenoble-Alpes Métropole, which collects household waste from 49 of the
municipalities in the Grenoble agglomeration, launched an ambitious food waste collection
plan for condominium residents to produce compost. By 2024, a methanation unit will have
been built in the composting centre to produce biomethane from this waste. Grenoble-Alpes
Métropole also encourages reuse to extend the life cycles of objects; it has created a map of
repair services and “repair cafés”, and formed a network of companies to share good practices
(free spaces, clothing collection, etc.).
In 2015, the Department of Isère implemented a plan to reduce food waste in high school
canteens. This student awareness campaign, conducted by departmental agents in
collaboration with ADEME, has already cut the amount of food waste in the department’s high
school canteens in half. In anticipation of the Egalim law that includes a ban on disposable
plastic after 2025, the Department eliminated disposable plastic plates and cups in 2019,
replacing plastic trays with trays made from plant matter.
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LOCAL AND ORGANIC
The school canteens in Grenoble are supplied with 60% organic and/or local products (95% for
its crèches). The Department of Isère kitchens are supplied with 33.5% local products and 26.5%
local, organic products (37,500 meals per day). Grenoble’s kitchens were awarded the level 2
Ecocert label, guaranteeing “more organic, more local, healthier and more sustainable” meals.
The Department of Isère has also created the first local agrofood brand, “Ishere”
(https://produits-locaux.ishere.fr/), which guarantees the geographic origin of transformed
products and their agricultural ingredients, fair pay for farmers and environmentally friendly
production methods. Promoted by Isère’s agrofood centre, this brand now includes around
one hundred producers from the department, many of which supply the high school canteens.

URBAN FARMS
Two urban farms have been created in Grenoble, the first in 2018, followed by another in
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

2021. A third is currently being considered at the crossroads of three municipalities (Grenoble,
Échirolles and Eybens), with a strong educational dimension. The city’s horticultural centre
produces 3.5 tonnes of vegetables every year for the city’s collective catering.

LAND
To preserve and capitalise on the agricultural, natural and forest areas in the periurban
environment, the Department of Isère, in agreement with local municipal authorities and
farmers, implements protection perimeters. This preservation of agricultural land protects
the production potential for local food. Various municipalities on the left bank of the Drac in
the Grenoble area are currently working on this topic with the Department.

THE

COMMITMENT

OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES

In 2022, the City of Grenoble, Grenoble-Alpes
Métropole and the Department of Isère will
continue their efforts, with, to name just a few:

• Launch of the “Canopée” plan by Grenoble-Alpes
Métropole, which will plant 1,000 trees starting
in 2022 and several thousand more in the years
to come, to achieve a canopy (tree cover offering
shade and cooler temperatures) of 40%. Another
plan being launched is the Department of Isère’s
“one tree, one resident” plan.
• Launch of the cooperative urban farm project
GRANDALPE in the Villeneuve district.

• Pedestrianisation of the Sainte Claire district of
Grenoble and continuation of the “Place(s) aux
enfants” programme.
• Thermal renovation of Hôtel du Département, the
central head office of the Department of Isère in
Grenoble city centre, with the goal of cutting the
energy consumption of this building, erected in
the 1970s, in half.
• Continuation of the development work in 11 new
“cool areas” in Grenoble and the creation of new,
more ergonomic fountains in public areas.
• Extension of the food waste collection
programme in 2022 to the 450,000 residents of
the Grenoble metropolitan area.
• Organisation in 2022 of a metropolitan citizen
convention for the climate with 150 citizens
selected by random drawing.
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THE ALPS ON THE FRONT LINE
The Alps are among the first places affected by global warming.
The average temperature has already increased by 2 degrees since
the start of the 20th century, compared with the average of 1.4 degrees
in the rest of France. Over a period of about fifty years, the surface area
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2022, a year to
expand the transitions!

of the glaciers of the French Alps has shrunk by 38%.
In the Grenoble area, densely populated and limited by its geography,
the climate has grown warmer in all seasons over the past 50 years:
the number of frost days has decreased (by an average of 12 days per
year in Col de Porte between 1961 and 2015), and the summer heatwaves
are more intense and more frequent.
For Grenoble, its metropolitan area in the heart of the Alps and, more
generally, the Department of Isère, it is important to adapt to
this new situation and to anticipate future changes.
The year 2022 must unite local residents (the younger generation
in particular) with the institutional, cultural, scientific, economic and
association stakeholders, to face these shared challenges together.

UNITE, MOBILISE, INSPIRE
“Grenoble European Green Capital 2022” is a unifying project.
It is coordinated by the City of Grenoble and GrenobleAlpes Métropole, in collaboration with the Department of Isère, through
a public interest group supported by the French Government and
the European Commission.
It also involves over 200 public and private partners (Université Grenoble
Alpes, regional natural parks, companies and various municipalities both
near and far, including Annecy and Chambéry).

© Lucas Frangella

These partners are all aware of the visibility that this award offers
the region, particularly as the year of Grenoble European Green Capital
coincides with France’s presidency of the European Union.
They are also keen to advertise their ties to a dynamic region, and
to make the most of this opportunity to expand the transitions and
projects in progress, in the climate change race against time.
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SEEKING PARTICIPANTS FOR A SHARED ADVENTURE

All the region’s stakeholders are invited to join the adventure with this call for participation.
There are many options.
• Each participant can take part through concrete
actions (the “challenges” of Grenoble European
Green Capital, based on the 12 themes around
which the year will be organised).
• It is also possible to propose events for
accreditation and inclusion in the programme.

WINNERS OF THE

“COUP DE POUCE VERT”
FUND
Of the 135 applications submitted in response
to the first call for projects of the Coup de Pouce
Vert, 52 were selected to receive funding (€1,000
to €25,000, depending on the scope of the events
planned). Most of these proposals were for cultural
and artistic events and entertainment.
A FEW EXAMPLES
The association Brin d’Grelinette plans to promote
gardens for learning activities and shared gardens
among residents of the Teisseire, Beauvert,
Villeneuve Grenoble and Échirolles districts.
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• Lastly, a “Coup de Pouce Vert” (green helping hand)
fund (was created for associations wishing to organise
specific events for the European Green Capital year
and in need of financial support. A first funding session
took place in the autumn of 2021, with an overall
amount of € 340,000 provided by the government,
the Grenoble City Council, Grenoble‑Alpes Métropole,
and the Department of Isère. A second call for projects
is planned for April 2022.

Next summer, the Espace 600 (a subsidised
performance space of national interest for children’s
and youth art) will offer youths of the VilleneuveVillage Olympique district and their families a
participatory project involving stage construction,
theatre writing training and practice and 5 shows
focusing on the relationship between nature and
living beings.
The Centre Chorégraphique National de Grenoble
CCN2, on 25 and 26 June 2022, will organise the
7th edition of the “Grand Rassemblement” (GR7), an
open-air artistic event inviting the public to discover
or rediscover all that the Bastille site has to offer.
The Office Municipal des Sports will hold an event
focusing on the environmental transition within
sporting clubs in Grenoble.

This Green Capital award also being an opportunity
to encourage all stakeholders in the region to get
involved, in an effort to expand these transitions,
a list of 54 challenges related to the 12 themes of
the year was established.
Some of these challenges are aimed at everyone;
others, at institutions, associations or businesses.
To see the list and embark on the adventure, simply
go to the “Participate” tab on greengrenoble2022.eu.
A catalogue of resources will also be provided online
in January 2022, to offer participants the practical
information needed to tackle their challenges
(carbon footprint calculation, useful contacts,
possible assistance, etc.).
THREE EXAMPLES
The Théâtre Hexagone, in Meylan, the “Scène
Nationale Arts Sciences” has accepted the challenge
“calculate your carbon footprint”. By March 2022,
it will establish a complete assessment and
determine the strategies on which it can focus
to gradually decrease the carbon footprint of
its activities. Another challenge accepted by
the Théâtre Hexagone is to transform its biennial
“Expérimenta” into a more environmentally
responsible event. The idea is to go even farther
for the October 2022 edition than the previous
one. In 2020, to limit waste, all materials used for
the scenery was donated to associations for reuse.
Local suppliers, reusable dishes and fabric tablecloths
(as opposed to disposable items) were given

preference for the meal. All artists and participants,
who were encouraged to come by train (even from
London, Barcelona or Berlin), were given a reusable
bottle upon their arrival instead of plastic bottles.
The association “Niki, Frida, Baya”, which
strives to offer young women in working-class
neighbourhoods access to culture, has taken
on the challenge “zero plastic pollution, zero
disposables”. It will offer to partner associations an
operation it has baptised “A thousand and one Nanas”.
The goal will be to create, using the instructions of
plastic artist Christine Valençon David, sculptures
inspired by the “Nanas” (“chicks”) of Niki de Saint
Phalle and made from rubbish collected from bins.
“In this year 2022, as Grenoble celebrates ecology,
women will take their place in the city through our
statues made of rubbish,” explains Myriam Martinez,
president of the association.
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ONE YEAR, 12 THEMES, 54 CHALLENGES

The Fédération des Alpages de l’Isère (Federation
of mountain pastures of Isère), which works to
develop pastoral resources, decided to register for
the challenge “I will find the residents the farthest
removed from environmental issues; I will rely on
existing groups or develop new ones”. Bringing
together responsible mountain pasture farmers and
elected officials of mountain municipalities, it hopes
to work with community centres and youth and
cultural centres in Grenoble to offer two events in
2022 with shepherds and farmers (the first in the city,
the second in a mountain pasture), to create a link
related to access to the mountains.

THE 12 THEMES OF THE YEAR
JANUARY: Climate FEBRUARY: Air MARCH: Energy APRIL: Nature and biodiversity
MAY: Producing & consuming differently JUNE: Inequality JULY: Water AUGUST: Health
SEPTEMBER: Mobility OCTOBER: Food and agriculture NOVEMBER: Waste DECEMBER: Living in the city of the future
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The highlights of Grenoble
European Green Capital 2022
Hundreds of events will be on the agenda for this year of festivities and discussions focusing on issues related
to the transition. The programme is based on three pillars: citizen participation, culture and the sciences.
Or, in other words: “I think, I dream, I take action.”
The official launch of the “Grenoble European Green Capital 2022” will take place on the 15th of January.
On this occasion, Lahti, European Green Capital 2021, will hand over to Grenoble the famous “Green Book”,
the symbol of this history of transitions, passed down from one city to the next.

A YEAR FOR

REFLECTION
In 2022, Grenoble, an academic
and scientific city, will host
many national and international
meetings, bringing together
professionals, scientists and
entrepreneurs.
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• Scientific conferences organised by ESRF, the European Synchrotron
Radiation Facility, on reducing the carbon footprint – March
• Urban agriculture summer school at the horticultural school in
Saint‑Ismier – May
• European conference on industrial technologies (INDTECH) – June,
head office of Minatec, Grenoble
• Urban planning summer school – August
Each month, the Multidisciplinary Scientific Council of the Grenoble
European Green Capital 2022 plans to hold events focusing on the 12
transition themes around which the year is organised (see page 21).

© Alain Fischer

A YEAR FOR

DISCUSSION
Since 2017, Grenoble has been
organising the biennial event for
Cities in Transition. This “Green
Capital” year will be yet another
opportunity for national and
international discussions on issues
of governance and transition.

A YEAR FOR

© Auriane Poillet

• 4 seasons of cities in transition: 4 events organised by the City of
Grenoble to facilitate sharing of experiences.
• The Environment Forum of Eurocities, a network of 140 large European
cities – April
• 2nd International Forum for Well-Being – June
• Delocalised event for the European Union’s Green Week – June
• World summit on participatory democracy – December

• The traditional “Faites du vélo” to promote all aspects of cycling – May

EXCITEMENT

• “Sun Trip”, the solar bike race, which this year tours the Alps in 20 days
– first stage starting in Grenoble in June

Cultural and sporting events
are planned throughout 2022
to get the public involved in
this exceptional year, and to raise
awareness concerning the issues
in a festive atmosphere.

• Le Grand Rassemblement, an open-air artistic event organised by
the CCN2 (Centre chorégraphique national de Grenoble) and the MC2
(Maison de la Culture de Grenoble) – June

The usual public events will, each
in their own way, include a nod
to this capital year, and plenty
of surprises await both local
residents and tourists.
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• The Experimenta Arts and Sciences biennial at Hexagone theatre,
special Green Capital edition – October
• Grenoble Five Mountain Film festival, special Green Capital edition –
November
• Exhibits: “Amazonia(s), Forest-World” in the Musée Dauphinois – until
May 2022 / “Biodiversity in crisis. Anthropocene and the 6th extinction”
at the Natural History Museum – February to October 2022 / “Nature en
soi, nature en droit” (personal and legal aspects of nature) at the Isère
Museum of the Resistance and Deportation – February to October 2022 /
“De la nature” at Musée de Grenoble - October 2022 to March 2023
• “Green Capital” cycling or walking tours and around the city, to find out
why Grenoble was awarded the title of European Green Capital 2022.

19

GRENOBLE EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2022 PRESS KIT

20

Science—it’s one of the three pillars of the Grenoble
European Green Capital 2022 year. It is thanks to
science, through its observations, advances and
reports, in particular those of the IPCC, that the
urgency of environmental transition first became clear.
In Grenoble, a university city recognised for
its dynamic scientific and technological activities,
a “Scientific Council” made up of some forty local
scientists has been created. They work at Université
Grenoble Alpes, the CNRS, Sciences Po Grenoble,
ENSAG (the National School of Architecture of
Grenoble), Grenoble INP-UGA, INRIA (the National
Institute for Research in Digital Science and
Technology), Grenoble École de Management
(the business school of UGA and Grenoble),
and Météo France, thus covering all fields related
to climate change.

These gatherings sometimes lead to surprises, such
as the “Conf’errances on the theme of air pollution”
planned for February. They are the fruits of the
labour of artists in residency at the IGE (Institute
of Environmental Geosciences) laboratory with an
atmospheric chemistry team working on air quality
and its impacts. Also in February, dedicated to the
air, the Scientific Council has planned an urban
walk dubbed “Let’s explore air quality”, during which
participants will be equipped with micro-sensors to
discover how air quality is measured, assisted by
the Atmo Auvergne Rhône Alpes observatory.
The Scientific Council will launch its activities on 14
January, at 6:30 p.m., the day before the opening
ceremony, with a conference on “Climate change in
mountain regions”. This conference will bring together
research scientist Samuel Morin, director of the
National Centre for Meteorological Research (CNRM),
principal author of the IPCC report on the Cryosphere,
and glaciologist Delphine Six, with Thierry Lebel,
research director at the Institute of Environmental
Geosciences and the French National Research
Institute for Sustainable Development.

© Jacques-Marie Francillon

Each month, the Scientific Council organises
conferences and other events related to the 12
themes of the Grenoble European Green Capital
2022 year, aiming to make knowledge accessible to
the general public and take stock of current debates.
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In Grenoble,
science has a special place
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Because the world of tomorrow belongs to them,
because their generation has mobilised faster than
any other to face the challenges of environmental
transition, Grenoble European Green Capital 2022
has placed a great emphasis on projects linked
to education and youth.
In preparation for this year, the Board of Education
of the Academy of Grenoble, the City of Grenoble,
Grenoble-Alpes Métropole and the Department of
Isère came together to discuss and create synergies
and shared movements, and to highlight all transition
education initiatives taking place in the region.
There are many of them. Below are just a few:

© Sylvain Frappat

Édouard Herriot High School in Voiron. In this high
school bearing the E3D label (Établissement en
Démarche de Développement Durable [Establishment
applying a sustainable development approach]),
students have lasting impressions from their meeting
with the Chief Ninawa, a leader from the Brazilian
Amazon who came last autumn to speak on the risks
that deforestation poses to humanity. Heeding his
call, they planted an oak tree at their school on
10 December 2021. The Maison des Lycéens (high
school student association) then obtained funding
from the Grenoble European Green Capital “Coup de
Pouce Vert” fund to encourage nearby middle schools
and elementary schools to also plant trees in 2022.
The school has also organised a “Europe Day”, to take
place on the 9th of May, during which they will discuss
values and commitments of the European Union in
the area of human rights and sustainable development.

Porte St Laurent primary school in Grenoble.
The teachers of the school are already invested in
the “One planet for all” project of researcher and
explorer Gaël Derive. For 2022, she plans to hold
a “green walk” to pick up rubbish with the students
and parents along the path leading to the top
of the Bastille (a walk that is a “Challenge” of
the Grenoble Green Capital year).
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Creating space for the youth,
in Grenoble European Green Capital

The Board of Education of the Academy of Grenoble
plans to host around sixty eco-delegates from
the region’s high schools on 2, 3, and 4 May 2022.
Joined by Italian students, they will hold a mock
session of the European Parliament and focus on
the issues of food, health and well-being in high school.
The 2nd International Forum for Well-Being
organised in Grenoble, from 29 June to 1 July.
The European Youth Conference for the Environment
organised by young climate activists of the YEE
(Youth and Environment Europe) network will take
place on the same dates, to create synergies
between the two events. Younger secondary
school students will be invited on Wednesday,
29 June, to join in the discussions and reflections
of the international civil society and present
their projects. On this occasion, Robert Doisneau
high school in L’Isle‑d’Abeau will present the results
of its comparative study on climate change in
the Auvergne Rhône Alpes region and Senegal.
The research for this project was conducted over
the year in conjunction with a school in Senegal.
Urban strolls for “Discovery of regional challenges”
will be offered to the schools and youth and culture
centres starting in April 2022, with 4 routes for children
ages 8 to 12, allowing them to learn about emblematic
locations of the environmental transition in the region.

23

GRENOBLE EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2022 PRESS KIT

24

I THINK, I DREAM, I TAKE ACTION!
This is one of the characteristics of the Grenoble European Green Capital 2022:
it is open, participatory, and thus ever-changing. Like a book written collectively over the course of several
weeks, based on the proposals each person is invited to make as part of the call for participation,
which remains open until July.
At the same time, the events are organised around the triptych of the year, with its three phases and pillars:
“I think, I dream, I take action.”
The detailed programme can be broken down by quarter. It can be found on the site
www.greengrenoble2022.eu. Below you will find the key dates of the first three months of the year,
the first season of the Grenoble European Green Capital 2022 year.

JANUARY
Friday, 14 January, 6:30 p.m.
“Climate change in mountain regions”,
the first conference of the Scientific
Council of the Grenoble European Green
Capital 2022, with glaciologist Delphine
Six and Samuel Morin, director of
the National Centre for Meteorological
Research and contributor of the IPCC.
Facilitated by: Thierry Lebel, research
director of the Institute of Environmental
Geosciences and the French National
Research Institute for Sustainable
Development – by the Scientific Council –
Grenoble City Hall
Saturday, 15 January, all day
Official Kick-Off of the Grenoble
European Green Capital 2022 with a citywide escape game (10 a.m.–4 p.m.), a
European citizen dialogue (2 p.m.–3 p.m.),
speeches and handover of the Green
Book from Lahti to Grenoble (4 p.m.)
Wednesday, 19 January, 2:30 p.m.
Sewing and awareness workshop for
pre-teens for better access to periodic
protections more respectful to health
and the environment –
by the association “Bon’Sang!” –
at Thé à coudre

© Auriane Poillet

A similar workshop is planned for adults
on 1 February, at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, 19 January, 4:30 p.m.
Online conference “Small researchers:
mission Green Capital” for children
(ages 8 and up), one hour of online
games with a conference guide

presenting the ecology of the alpine
metropolitan area and reflecting on
the world of tomorrow –
by the Tourism Office of Grenoble – on
www.grenoble-tourisme.com
Also to be held on 2 and 16 February
at 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, 20 January, 7:30 p.m.
“Nature’s sounds, an improvised
concert”. Jean-François Zygel,
on the piano (accompanied by Guo
Gan on Chinese violin), for whom
“everything can be transformed into
music, from the simplest to the most
elaborate memory, from the gentle
quiver of a Crimean iris to the flight of
snake eagles to snowy peaks” –
by the Musée en Musique –
Auditorium of the Musée de Grenoble
Wednesday, 26 January, 6 p.m.
Online conference “Grenoble European
Green Capital 2022” – by the Tourism
Office of Grenoble – on www.grenobletourisme.com
Also to be held on Wednesday, 9
February, 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, 26 and 27
January, 8 p.m.
“Death of a mountain”. The brainchild
of a residency of actors from the
Compagnie des Non-Alignés in the
Belledonne mountain range, this piece
plunges spectators in the heart of the
mountains, “sentinels” of the global
warming threatening our world today
– by the Théâtre Municipal de Grenoble
– Théâtre 145

GRENOBLE EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2022 PRESS KIT

A close-up of the first three months

Thursday, 27 January, 6:30 p.m.
Conference “Differentiated
vulnerabilities and responsibilities in
face of climate change: observations
and legal issues” –
by the Scientific Council of Grenoble
European Green Capital –
Hémicycle Claude-Lorius, GrenobleAlpes Métropole
Thursday, 27 January, 6 p.m.
Barcamp of Grenoble Civic Lab: a
workshop to review the projects of
this 3rd edition of Grenoble Civic Lab;
with several meetings through March
2022, this event will develop digital
tools based on challenges such as
reuse and zero waste, or adaptation of
public lighting according to uses and
biodiversity issues –
by La Turbine.coop – La Casemate
From Friday, 28 January
to Sunday, 30 January
“The Climate Fresk is coming to you!” .
A fun and educational workshop on
the climate providing participants
understanding of the IPCC report,
in just 3 hrs for adults, and 2 hrs for
children 10–15 years old –
by the Climate Fresk –
http://fresque-chez-vous.eventbrite.com –
throughout Isère,
for children 10 years old and up
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FEBRUARY
Tuesday, 1 February, 6:30 p.m.
Sewing and awareness workshop for
adults for better access to periodic
protections more respectful to health
and the environment –
by the association “Bon’Sang!” –
at Thé à coudre
Thursday, 3 February, 7 p.m.
“Conf’errance on the theme of air
pollution”. Theatrical conference
developed during an artist residency
at the IGE (Institute of Environmental
Geosciences) laboratory with
an atmospheric chemistry team
working on air quality and its impacts –
by the Scientific Council of Grenoble
European Green Capital and artist
collective Un euro ne fait pas
le printemps –
Café des Arts
Friday, 4 February, time TBD
“Wild Nature Night”. A piano, a string
quartet and a chamber orchestra—
discover how nature has never ceased
to inspire musicians throughout the
ages, from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, to
Carnival of the Animals by Camille
Saint-Saëns and Schubert’s famous
Trout Quintet – by Musée en Musique –
Auditorium of the Musée de Grenoble
Friday, 4 February, 4 p.m.
Conference “Digital society in
question(s): How can we reconcile
our lives with sustainable computer
use?” . Not many users are aware
of the burden of one hour of video
streaming on Netflix, permanent
connections to social networks or
the considerable mass of information
stored. This conference will focus on
uses that contribute the most to digital
pollution and will present the life cycle
of a smart phone (manufacturing,
distribution, use and recycling).
With Denis Trystram, professor at
Grenoble-INP, Université GrenobleAlpes, INRIA’s research team DataMove
– Library Kateb Yacine
Saturday, 5 February, 4 p.m.
Conference “Psychology of acts of
cruelty towards animals”, with Laurent
Bègue, professor of social psychology
at Université Grenoble Alpes –
Library Kateb Yacine
Wednesday, 9 February, time TBD
“Time to eat, kids!
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An Arcimboldo-style workshop”.
Workshop to provide education on
taste and eating sustainably while
respecting the environment,
for children ages 5 and up –
by Le Café des Enfants – La Soupape
Thursday, 10 February
New workshop of Grenoble Civic Lab.
Through March 2022, these workshops
focus on the development of digital
tools for challenges such as reuse
and zero waste, or adaptation of
public lighting according to uses and
biodiversity issues – by La Turbine.coop
– La Casemate
Friday, 11 February, 7 p.m.
Citizen debate cafe “Grenoble
residents, you know you breathe?
Everything to know about air quality
and the actions undertaken”. With
Rémy Slama, epidemiologist at INSERM,
Gaelle Uzu, atmosphere biochemist at
IGE, the Observatoire Atmo Auvergne
Rhône-Alpes and Grenoble-Alpes
Métropole – by the Scientific Council
of Grenoble Green Capital and artist
collective Un euro ne fait pas le
printemps – location TBD
Thursday, 24 February, 7:30 p.m.
“À voix et à mains nues” (With naked
hands and voices), a piece for three
performers by Jeanne Brouaye. Trained
in modern dance, theatre and music,
Jeanne Brouaye contemplates the
notion of habitat as an opportunity
to rethink the world, using movement
to invent a space. She works with
wood, wool, ready-made clothes, all
sorts of objects and, for this piece,
“À voix et à mains nues”, straw –
Le Pacifique/Centre de Développement
Chorégraphie National

MARCH
Thursday, 3 February, 3:30 p.m.
Conference “The contribution of
engineering in meeting the challenges
of climate change” with scientists
from CLUSTER, a network of European
universities of science and technology
– by Grenoble INP-Université Grenoble
Alpes – École Grenoble INP – Ensimag
Saturday, 5 March, 10:30 a.m.,
and Saturday, 26 March, 2:30 p.m.
Guided visits of the Caserne de Bonne
eco-district, the first eco-district

awarded in France in 2009 – by the
Tourism Office of Grenoble
Saturday, 5 March, 10 a.m.
Grenoble Civic Lab. Acceleration day
for projects developed on the occasion
of this 3rd edition of Grenoble Civic
Lab, with a presentation and crash-test
open to all – at La Turbine.coop
Monday and Tuesday, 7 and 8 March,
8 p.m.
“Sunday” – Somewhere between
theatre, puppetry and cinematographic
writing, “Sunday”, a poetic tragicomedy,
depicts a humanity completely out of
sync with its time, seized by the chaos of
climate disruptions – by the companies
Focus and Chaliwaté – Théâtre Municipal
de Grenoble – Grand Théâtre
Tuesday and Wednesday, 8 and 9
March, 8 p.m.
“A better world – Epilogue”. A one-man
show of artist Christophe Brault, this
external monologue uses humour to
reflect on the future of the human
species – Design and staging by Benoît
Lambert – Théâtre Hexagone Scène
Nationale Arts Sciences in Meylan
Tuesday to Thursday, 8 to 10 March,
5 p.m.
Conference “Knowledge sharing on
energy networks of the 20th century
and carbon neutrality” – by the
Scientific Council of Grenoble European
Green Capital 2022 – Hémicycle ClaudeLorius, Grenoble-Alpes Métropole.
Wednesday, 9 March, 3 p.m.
“Time of the whales”, how to tell
children about climate change. This
is the challenge launched by French
choreographer Jonas Chéreau with this
entertaining dialogue between words
and dance – Created and performed by
Jonas Chéreau – Le Pacifique/Centre de
Développement Chorégraphique National
Wednesday, 9 March, 6 p.m.
Conference “Guiding children toward a
diet adapted to their physiological and
emotional needs” – by the Café des
Enfants – La Soupape
Wednesday, 9 March, 6:30 p.m.
Conference “When the climate of the
planet catches a cold and warms up”.
This conference puts the spotlight on
climate change and imbalances in and
around the Grenoble region, with Xavier
Fain, research scientist at the Institute
of Environmental Geosciences and

Thursday, 10 February, 3:30 p.m. to
10 p.m.
Activities for children ages 13 years
and up who would like to get involved
but don’t know where to start, with
workshops related to sustainable
development, responsible food
practices, mixed sporting activities,
clothing sorting and swaps – by the
AFEV Grenoble, Association de la
Fondation Etudiante pour la Ville
(Association of the city student
foundation) – à La Chaufferie
Friday and Saturday, 11 and 12
March, 5 p.m.
“I Silenti”. Musical performance by
Fabrizio Cassol, Tcha Limberger and
Lisaboa Houbrechts – by the Festival
Détours de Babel – MC2 Grenoble
Saturday, 12 March, 10:30 a.m.
Guided visit of the Cambridge district, a
new district in the heart of the Presqu’île
urban development zone, where the
energy transition is being embodied in
innovative developments, such as the
Résidence ABC, designed to be selfsufficient in water and energy – by the
Tourism Office of Grenoble
Saturday, 12 March, 2:30 p.m.
Sewing and awareness workshop for
pre-teens for better access to periodic
protections more respectful to health and
the environment – led by the association
“Bon’Sang!” – at Thé à coudre
Tuesday to Saturday, 15 to 19 March,
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Activities based on the theme of
energy organised by the Scalène
Company, creator of the festival
“Ouverture Exceptionnelle” (Exceptional
Opening Festival), which “reopens”
shops that have gone out of business
and exceptionally opens those still
operating with artistic presentations –
the “Artistic General Food” shop, 123
cours Berriat
Wednesday, 16 March
Conference “Fauna Nights of the
French Bird Protection League
(LPO)” to share discoveries from the
extraordinary world of amphibians, with
two outings to observe ways of life
and movements of different species
of amphibians present in the Grenoble
metropolitan area – by the LPO of Isère
– Muséum de Grenoble

Thursday and Friday, 17 and 18
March
Scientific conferences organised
by ESRF, the European Synchrotron
Radiation Facility, on reducing the
carbon footprint – by ESRF – Grenoble
Synchrotron and Musée de Grenoble
Friday and Saturday, 18 and 19
March, 11 a.m.
“Study 6”. Performance of dancer and
choreographer Aina Alegre as part of
the “Amazonia[s], forest-world” exhibit
– Musée Dauphinois
Saturday, 19 March, 2:30 p.m.
Guided visit of the Flaubert ecodistrict, to get a first look at how this
neighbourhood of brownfield land is
being transformed into an innovative
district, with participatory housing
projects, biosourced materials and
urban agriculture – by the Tourism
Office of Grenoble
Sunday, 20 March
“Place” (Square). A sound performance
born from collection efforts in the
Très-Cloîtres neighbourhood. Carole
Rieussec and Anne-Julie Rollet bring the
Edmond Arnaud square to life through
those involved – Festival Détours de
Babel – Maison Des Habitants CentreVille
Monday, 21 March
The Parliament of the Tree, as part of
the International Day of Forests – by
the City of Grenoble
Wednesday, 23 March, 3:30 p.m.
“Time to eat, kids! Blind tasting
workshop” for children ages 5 and up
and their parents – Le Café des Enfants
– La Soupape
Wednesday, 23 March
Conference “Are the glaciers going to
disappear?” . An update on changes
in glaciers of local mountain ranges
in particular, with Lionel Favier,
former researcher at the Institute
of Environmental Geosciences and
member of the Névé association –
Muséum de Grenoble – Auditorium of
the Muséum de Grenoble
Wednesday, 23 March, 2:30 p.m.
Urban hike from squares to parks – by
the Tourism Office of Grenoble

Artistic event organised around the Aka
pygmy vocal repertoire – Festival Détours
de Babel – L’Ilyade, Seyssinet-Pariset
Friday, 25 February, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
“What air quality will the Grenoble
metropolitan area have?” . Activities,
conference and debate, in partnership
with the Atmo Auvergne Rhône Alpes
observatory, which provides participants
with micro-sensors and opens the doors
of one of its measurement stations – by
the association Santé Environnement
Auvergne Rhône Alpes – Paul Mistral Park
Friday and Saturday, 25 and 26
March
Youth rights forum – by the City of
Grenoble – Palais des Sports de Grenoble
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member of the Névé association – by
the Muséum de Grenoble – Museum
Auditorium

Saturday, 26 March, 10 a.m.
“Bike ride: nature and biodiversity in
the city”. A bike ride around the city to
show the importance of urban natural
spaces and the role of biodiversity,
stopping to discover shared gardens,
planted street gardens, green spaces
naturally managed, ponds, insect
hotels and bat nesting boxes –
by the Tourism Office Grenoble
Between 21 and 30 March
“Controversy: will power networks
survive carbon neutrality?” – by
the Grenoble European Green Capital
Scientific Council – Hémicycle ClaudeLorius, Grenoble-Alpes Métropole
Tuesday, 29 March, 12 p.m. to 1:30
p.m.
“The energy transition: a challenge
for all of us!” . Conference for the
general public organised by Enerdata,
a consulting company working in the
energy sector, as part of a cycle of
conferences organised to celebrate its
30-year anniversary – by Enerdata – Inperson and online
Wednesday, 30 March, 2:30 p.m.
“The Bastille: a balcony view of
the Alps”. Observe the landscape
with a guide, from the promontory
of the Bastille, to obtain a proper
understanding of Grenoble’s place in
this exceptional location and its history,
from the formation of the Alps to their
conquest, then their protection –
by the Tourism Office of Grenoble

Wednesday, 23 March, 8:30 p.m.
Concert “Äkä – Free voices of forest”.
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EXHIBITS
RELATED TO GRENOBLE EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2022
“Mario Prassinos (1916-1985) –
The tree that does not hide the forest”
Until 31 January 2022
Musée Hébert
A spotlight on the works of painter
Mario Prassinos, in which the theme of
trees is omnipresent.
As part of the cultural season
The Call of the Forest, initiated by
the Department of Isère.
“Amazonia(s). Forest-World”
Until 2 May
Musée Dauphinois
An immersive exhibition presenting
the extraordinary Amazon region and
the people that inhabit it.
From the forests of Vercors
to the papers of Lancey”
Until 29 May
Maison Bergès – Musée de la Houille
Blanche in Villard-Bonnot
The history of exploitation of the
forests of Vercors by Lancey’s paper
mills, founded by Aristide Bergès in
1868, in this museum, the former
residence of Bergès, an engineer, which
presents the birth of hydroelectricity.
“A love of cycling”
Until 4 July
Musée Dauphinois
150 years of history of the bicycle and
its many uses, presented in a tour with
8 stages
“Bark”
Until 19 September
Musée Dauphinois
An installation by Simon Augade
inspired by aerial roots, characteristic
of mangroves, which simultaneously
evoke a world submerged and a world
on the surface.
“Plis, déplis, et replis” (Fold, unfold,
and refold)
From 10 to 26 January
Maison de l’International de Grenoble
In the style of a “making of”, this
exhibit follows “PLI” (“Fold”), a show
presented on 28 and 29 January at the
Théâtre Municipal de Grenoble – Grand
Théâtre, in which paper is used as a
prop in the poetic acrobatics of circus
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artist Inbal Ben Haïm. Before the show
was created, there was research of
materials, paper, folded, crumpled,
glued, woven, frozen, cut, papiermâché, paper torn and recycled with
shapes that lend as well to movement
as to contemplation, for themselves.
“Dix ans d’architecture frugale” (Ten
years of frugal architecture)
From 12 to 19 March
La Plateforme – Formerly the Musée de
Peinture – Place de Verdun à Grenoble
Whereas the building sector now
produces approximately 40% of
waste and greenhouse gas emissions
and consumes 60% of resources,
this exhibit highlights sustainable
development and architecture projects
led for 10 years in the Auvergne Rhône
Alpes region. It draws on the “Manifesto
for a happy and creative frugality
in architecture and urban and rural
planning”, of which one of the authors,
Alain Bornarel, will give a conference at
La Plateforme on 3 March.
“Cent ans de paysages depuis
le haut de la Tour Perret” (One
hundred years of landscapes from
the top of the Perret tower)
From 19 to 20 February
Library of the former Musée de
Peinture – Place de Verdun in Grenoble
An emblematic structure of Grenoble,
the world’s first tower made of
reinforced concrete, built in 1925,
it was, in the eyes of its architect,
August Perret, “a tower to look at
the mountains”. As part of the Perret
tower restoration project, this exhibit
of photos taken in 1925 and 2020
from the top of the tower presents
the changes in the landscape of
Grenoble and the development of
the city over nearly 100 years. Several
visits will also be possible with a guide
from the Tourism Office of Grenoble –
Former Musée de Peinture de Grenoble.

to discover the main sources of air
pollution and understand how it is
measured and its impacts on health.
“4 Saisons” (4 seasons)
From 2 February
La Casemate
An interactive and fun exhibit for children
ages 3 to 7, to help them understand
all there is to know about the complex
phenomenon of the seasons.
“Our future planet”
From 7 to 25 February
Maison de l’International de Grenoble
An exhibit of the London Science
Museum exploring new technologies
developed to eliminate carbon dioxide
emissions into the atmosphere.
“Geopol’Art”
From 7 to 25 February
Maison de l’International de Grenoble
The 7th edition of Geopol’Art, a
collaborative and immersive exhibit
prepared by Spacejunk Art Centers,
which, since 2015, also organises the
Street Art Fest Grenoble-Alpes. In 2022,
the exhibit will feature works signed
by local and international street artists
and students of the Campus Eductive
Grenoble, the fruits of 6 months of
work and collaboration on the theme
“Art and the Environment”.
“Nature en Soi, Nature en Droit”
(Personal and legal aspects of nature)
From 11 February
Isère Museum of the Resistance
and Deportation
Valérie Cabanes, international lawyer,
and Corto Fajal, director, introduce us to
citizens, indigenous peoples, artists and
judges, telling us about their struggle to
obtain recognition of the rights of nature.
Part of the cultural season The Call of
the Forest, initiated by the Department
of Isère

“Avez-vous vu l’air qui
vous entoure?”
From 1 February to 31 March
Grenoble Jardin de Ville

“Les Z’animos de l’agglo” (Animals of
the metropolitan area)

Air pollution explained, with supporting
photos, by the Atmo Auvergne
Rhône Alpes observatory. An exhibit

A game for everyone, ages 8 and up.

All year
Muséum de Grenoble
An initiation to biodiversity in urban
areas through the museum’s collections.
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INSPIRATION

Isabelle Robles
ane Poillet
© Auri

Founder of the Mille Pousses farm
Isabelle Robles, an agrofood engineer with a diverse career, launched Mille

GRENOBLE EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2022 PRESS KIT

A mobilised civil society

Pousses farm, in the Mistral district, in 2021. This is Grenoble’s second urban
farm, after Les Jardins Détaillés (2018). With employees participating in
professional integration programmes (2 at first, 3 by the end of 2021,
and 5 planned by 2023), she produces young shoots, packed with flavour, that
are sold to restaurant owners.

© Fré

deric Pattou

Bernard Mehl
Kitchen manager at Édouard Vaillant high school in Saint Martin d’Hères
Bernard Mehl, assisted by his team, has implemented various measures to reduce
food waste (quantities adapted to the appetite of each student, specific volume
orders, etc.), and to help waste recovery (waste sorting, composting, garden, etc.).

Julien Robillard
President of Energ’Y Citoyennes

ane Poillet
© Auri

With around 300 members (90% private individuals) and some 30 volunteers,
the group Energ’Y Citoyennes has been installing photovoltaic panels on roofs in
Grenoble and the surrounding area since 2016. Notable projects to date: some 20
solar roofs (on public buildings: a school, a gymnasium, La Belle Electrique concert
hall and even a church) and a public car park shelter. For a minimum investment of
€100, members decide together on the use of profits from the sale of electricity
to the local network and on the implementation of new projects.

Gloria Leroy

© Pascale Cholette

ane Poillet
© Auri

Co-president of Boîtes à Vélo Grenoble
Since 2015, Gloria Leroy has been running her little company called “Mon Coursier
de Quartier” (My Neighbourhood Courier). With her bike taxi, she provides personal
transport and delivery services. From bringing children home from school to taking
the elderly into the city centre and helping out people with mobility problems,
her business was quick to attract customers.
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Architect
© Gilles Galoyer

With his firm based in Barraux, about 30 km from Grenoble, Jacques Félix Faure
is one of the architects of Haut Bois, a nine-storey building made of a wooden
structure and biosourced materials, the inauguration of which is scheduled for
2022 in the new Flaubert eco-district of Grenoble. The first passive building of
its size, it is designed to accommodate 56 low-income flats. Jacques Félix Faure
has been developing bioclimatic architecture projects using sustainable materials
such as wood for years. In particular, he has renovated a number of mountain
huts, such as the Aigle and Presset huts.

ébastien Fa
ean-S
ure

Djazia Brighet

©J
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Jacques Félix Faure

Pensioner
Djazia Brighet is very invested in local life in her neighbourhood in the Teisseire
district. She has been helping with upkeep of the La Poterne communal garden
for almost 20 years now and helped to create the 2,500 m2 Aventure orchard,
selected by the people of Grenoble among the projects for the 2016 Participatory
Budget. For her, the garden offers a peaceful place for fostering social relations.

Pascal Aspe
Head gardener at the Terre Vivante ecological centre, Mens
© M. Ponzio

A biologist by training, Pascal Aspe runs gardening workshops (including for people
living in Grenoble who choose to get involved in communal gardens) at the Terre
Vivante ecological centre, based in Mens, not far from Grenoble, at the foot of
the Vercors. For 40 years now, the Terre Vivante cooperative has been offering
practical advice and solutions for incorporating ecology into our day-to-day lives
(organic gardening, healthy eating, natural health, well-being, green home, etc.).
It also publishes a magazine, Les 4 Saisons, of which Pascal Aspe is one of the editors.

Caroline Laubertie and Marion Scapin

© Thier

ry Chenu

Founders of Dabba Consigne
Already committed to a personal waste reduction approach, these two women
launched “Dabba consigne” in June 2020, at the end of the first lockdown.
They supply restaurants with containers that can be exchanged as often as
necessary to provide their food delivery services and thus limit plastic waste.

Akim Slaimi
Volunteer, source of project suggestions

© Élo

die Gauthier

Akim Slaimi (on the right in the photo), an active contributor to Grenoble’s charity
networks for 10 years, fights instability and vulnerability with various structures,
including the Parlons-En group, which opened “Le Lieu” in 2020
(a place where people in highly vulnerable situations can come to chat, do DIY, help
one another), and the Point d’Eau association, a place of welcome that proposes
various services including sanitary facilities, showers and washing machines.
In 2021, Akim Slaimi also launched “Cuisine du Cœur”, a project selected by
the participatory budget, proposing group cooking workshops for a better diet.
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© Alain Fischer

Co-founder of Phoenix Mobility
In 2019, Raphaël Heches and a few other students from the INP-Grenoble
engineering school opened the start-up Phoenix Mobility. They specialise in
retrofitting, i.e. turning combustion engine vehicles into electric vehicles. They
have since finished around ten vehicles, for which approval is pending. The first is
due to be delivered in 2022. The company now employs thirty people.

César Lechémia

© Thier

ry Chenu

Director of the Cultivons nos Toits association
César Lechémia is a member of Cultivons nos Toits, with a strong commitment
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Raphaël Heches

to the social and solidarity economy. Founded in 2011, the association develops
community vegetable gardens on the rooftops in and around the city of Grenoble.
Bar Radis, on the panoramic roof of the future Faubert eco-district car park, is due
to open in 2022. This future “food centre” covers a surface area of 2,000 m2, with
a vegetable garden, a community café-restaurant and an educational workshop on
food.

Léonie Schreiner

©J
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German teacher
Léonie Schreiner has been living in Grenoble for 4 years. She helped to found
the Café International Grenoble, an association that brings together foreign
residents who want to make an impact in their adopted city. For example, in 2021,
they organised a plant exchange and created a fun activity in 4 languages based
on projects from the Participatory Budget. In Grenoble, a cosmopolitan city, foreign
residents can vote and propose projects for the annual Participatory Budget.

Éric Rochas
oak/PNR Vercors
©N

Organic farmer, Les Colibris farm
IN Méaudre, deep in the heart of the Vercors regional natural park, Eric Rochas’
farm has been raising cows, calves, pigs and chickens according to traditional
methods for generations, according to the charter for organic agriculture
(AB label) and animal well-being. As president of the Isère cooperative meat
section, he manages Grenoble’s abattoir, which guarantees local meat from small
farms for consumers. One of his mottoes: “All our animals are bred, slaughtered,
transformed and consumed within the same region.”

©J
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Isabelle Pevet
Ceramic artist
Isabelle Pevet runs a pottery workshop in Grenoble city centre (Atelier Pi).
She is the current president of the “C’est fait ici” (it’s made here) group.
The group was created in 2015 to promote and showcase local arts and crafts
and now counts about 30 artists from Isère; it has a shop in Caserne de Bonne.
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Base camp at the Bastille site
The Bastille is a symbol of Grenoble.
With its 19th century military fort, it overlooks
the city, offering an unrivalled panoramic view of
the agglomeration and the Alps. It is a “totem” site,
known to all. It is seen, known and used by all the city’s
residents. Visitors can access the site via hiking paths
or one of the world’s first urban cable cars, inaugurated
in 1934. Today, these are Grenoble’s famous “bubbles”,
transporting 300,000 people every year.

• A bivouac will allow the public to try sleeping
overnight in the mountains from April to September,
and to take part in awareness events on respecting
nature and biodiversity.
• Rabot university halls will be hosting a residency in
April and May for guest architects, invited to submit
their proposals for its future. CROUS, the current
occupant, will be moving its 500 student rooms out
of this 18,000 m2 site by 2024.
• In 2021, teams of young architectural and urban
designers came up with plans to give new life to
the intermediate terrace of the Bastille site as part
of the 16th Europan competition; their development
ideas and projects will be presented at a Green Capital
exhibition.
• The Centre Chorégraphique National de Grenoble
CCN2 will help the public to discover the richness
of the Bastille on 25 and 26 June, during the 7th
edition of its “Grand Rassemblement”, an open-air
artistic event.

© LucasFrangella

A place of history, culture and nature, the Bastille
offers several museums (the Musée Dauphinois,
the Saint-Laurent Archaeological Museum,
the Mountain Troops Museum), a scientific mediation
space open to the general public (la Casemate),
a via ferrata and a natural area of exceptional
ecological value. Thanks to the diversity of its
habitats (rocky ledges, walls, dry grass, thickets) and
south-facing orientation, the site is home to many
rare Mediterranean species (orchids, butterflies,
etc., a total of 200 listed animal species and almost
500 listed plant species).

The Bastille will therefore naturally be one of the key
locations of events throughout the year:
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